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Natural Disasters 

Â The definition of ñnatural disasterò under 42 
U.S.C. 5195A is ñany hurricane, tornado, storm, 
flood, high water, wind -driven water, tidal wave, 
tsunami, earthquake, volcanic eruption, 
landslide, mudslide, snowstorm, drought, fire, or 
other catastrophe in any part of the United 
States which causes, or which may cause, 
substantial damage or injury to civilian property 
or persons.ò



Issues

ÂWhat is customary maintenance 
standards?

ÂValuing partially destroyed signs.

ÂWhat is a ñdestroyedò sign?

Â Is/should there be a natural disaster 
exception in the HBA?



23 CFR §750.707(d)

ÂEach state shall develop its own criteria to 
define customary maintenance and 
destruction

ÂMust differentiate between customary 
maintenance verse substantial change

ÂMay define destruction using a percentage of 
its replacement value



Customary maintenance standards



What is a ñdestroyedò sign?



Valuing partially destroyed signs


